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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


AU INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE-A^^- BY 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

August 20, 1962 


MATTACHINE SOCIETY OP WASHINGTON 


A 
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On August 17i 1962, a source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that the Mattachine 
Society of Washington, described as an organization of homo¬ 
sexuals whose goal is to obtain social equality and equal 
job opportunities for the homosexual element, plans to sub¬ 
mit a letter, probably sometime in September, 1962, to all 
Members of the United States House of Representatives and of 
the United States Senate. This letter will decry alleged 
mistreatment of homosexuals and will ask for equality for 

homosexuals in ouF # ^^¥^tf“. ^ . >■ / ^ 

r&fA)jfc>£' <e. *>y\ w »i / 

The source advised that the Pres ident of the. 
Mattachine Society of Washington is Franldilameny who resides 
at 5j025-.-Cat.hedral. Avenua, J&L* J£«* Washington,., D«... C. The 
Vice Preside ntBruce&Seott, Route 1, Woodbridge, Virgin ia. 
The source stated''at., this time source does not know the 
total membership of the, Mat tachine Society of Washington, 
but estimated this membership couI<rT5e'"’two~~hun&reT“to"ijfiree 
hundred. 

On August 17, 1962, Deputy Chief of Police Roy E. 
Blick, Morals Division, Metropolitan Police Department, 
Washington, D. C., advised a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation that Frank Kameny as above is 
Franklin Edward Kameny. Chief Blick stated that in late 
1959 the Metropolitan Police Department raided the Embers, 
a homosexual, c lub. Washington, D. C., and Kameny wrote Chief 
ofEPolice Robert V. Murray, Metropolitan Police Department, 
Washington, D. C., complaining bitterly that The Embers had 
been raided. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-403320) 

SAC, WFO (100-33796) 

WlATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memo cap¬ 
tioned "MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON”. 



The source referred to is [[ 


] contacted by 


SAs TOLLEF JACOBSON, Jr., and ALBERT B. MILLER. 

Deputy Chief BLICK furnished the indicated informa¬ 
tion to SA MILLER. 

Inasmuch as nothing has been developed indicating 
the Mattachine Society is operating in violation of the laws 
of the U.S. ve f rnment, no active investigation is contemplated 
of this Society./ at this time. 
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Inference is made to the attached letter and its enclosure 
of June 28, 1962, from captioned individual which was received by you and 
referred to the FBI. 

The files of this Bureau reflect Dr, Kameay was developed 
as a suspect in the case involving the kidnaping and brutal sex slaying of 
Michael Joseph Condetti. During an interview with Dr. Kameny by Agents 
of this Bureau on April 1, 1961, in connection with the Condetti case, he 
stated he was dismissed from employment with the United States Army Map 
Service in 195? on charges that he was a 'homosexual. H Be stated he has 
appealed this dismissal on grounds that the Government failed to prove he 
was a homosexual. It is noted Dr. Kameny was arrested on September 28, 

1958, by the United States Park Police on an investigation charge for loitering; § 
in the vicinity of a public toilet in Lafayette Park, Washington, D. C., and § 
was released after questioning. He was also arrested in August, 1956, in 
San Francisco on a "soliciting charge. ” He pleaded guilty and received a ^; 
suspended sentence of six months. He was also fined $50. 
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Tolson . 


Belmont . 


The Mattachine Society, Inc., is a California corporation 
founded in 1958 which has various branches throughout the country. It has 
been described as an organization to encourage medical and social research 
pertaining to soeio-sexuai behavior, to publish and develop such research 
1 and to promote among the general public an understanding of fcheprobletos 
I of such persons. The preamble to its constitution states in part that members 
j "hold it nec^safy llkt ^ hf^ily ethical homosexual culture be integraied into . 
society.” : \/ 
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The Attorney General 


Bureau contacts criminal informants having known homosexual tendencies 
who are able to furnish numerous investigative leads. Members of 
Dr. iCameny’s group logically are considered as possible suspects in 
investigations of this type. Certainly, this Bureau has not engaged in 
harassment or intimidation of this or any other group. 

hi view of the tenor of Dr. Kameny's letter, his malicious 
and unfounded charges and background information concerning him, it is 
suggested that you not acknowledge his communication. 

Enclosures (2) 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 


NOTE: See MorreEto DeLoach memo of same date captioned M Dr. Franklin E» 
Kameny, President, The Mattachine Society of Washington, Post Office Box 
1032, Washington!, D. C. M BSrmlw 
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DR. FRANKLIN S. KAMENY 
PRESIDENT 
THM1ATTACHINE 
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By letter to the Attorney General of 6-28-62, which was referred 
to the Director and received at the Bureau on 7-2-62, captioned individual advised |1| 
he was writing in regard to recent actions on the part of the FBI. He said his 
organization is a newly-formed group "devoted to improving the status of the 
homosexual minority in our society by any and all lawful means." He enclosed 
an except from the constitution of his organization which sets forth the purpose 
of his group. He objects! to recent interrogations by FBI Agents with respect to 
his organization, particularly concerning names of members, membership lists, 
whether or not certain people belonged to the group, location of meetings and, in 
one instance, whether the individual contacted would be willing to act as an informer 
for the FBI. 






TT 


Dr. Kameny states that the "15,000,000 American homosexuals" 
are in much the same position as the NAACP is for the Negro, except for the minor 
difference that the Negro is fighting official prejudice and discrimination at the state 
and local level whereas his group is fighting official prejudice and discrimination on 
the Federal level as "being harmful to society and to the nation. " He points out that 
while the purposes of homosexuals are highly controversial, they are perfectly and 
fully lawful and proper. He contends that FBI inquiries have been "grossly improper 
and offensive." He charges the Bureau with "improper harassment and intimidation, 
and he states his group has discussed these matters with the American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union and they are substantially in agreement. /J,£) T ^ Q " 

He maintains American citizens have the rignt to band together for 
achievement of any lawful and orderly purpose, however unpopular or controversial, 
without making themselves objects of official interrogation, harassment and intimida¬ 
tion. He concludes by formally requesting the Attorney General to bring a halt 
immediately to the investigative action of the FBI with respect to his group. He 
offered to personally discuss this matter if the Attorneygeneral so desired. 

^ . _ i ~ . 1 ■ ■■ / _jA § s 4 

Enclosure -«-*■«-«- <j£~ - it, 

1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosures 
1 - Mr. Evans - Enclosures 

r -- i XSR0X 
JUL 3 J 1962 
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Morrell to DeLoach 


Bufiles reflect Dr. Kameny was developed as a suspect in the case 
involving the kidnaping and sexual slaying of Michael Joseph Condetti. The following 
is a summary of pertinent information concerning him: 


«*•*? 

// 


' -^^Kameny^tJfH^S^rt^SWI^New^grk City, w^ graduated from Harvard 
University -mil948 and obtained his Masters degree in 1949 and his Doctors degree in 
1956 from the same institution. As of April, 1961, he was employed as a physicist 
by the Gardner Laboratory in Bethesda. On 9-28-58, he was arrested by U. S. Park 
Police on an investigation charge for loitering in the vicinity of a public toilet in 
Lafayette Park, Washington^ D. j£, , and was released after questioning. He has 
FBI Number 651019C and his Identification Record reflects he was also arrested in 
August, 1956, in San Francisco on a "soliciting charge. " He pleaded guilty, received 
a 6-month sentence (suspended) and was fined $50, 

He was interviewed by Bureau Agents on 4-7-61 in connection with the 
Condetti case and stated he was dismissed from employment with the U. S. Army Map 
Service in 1957 on charges that he was a "homosexual." He stated he was appealing 
this dismissal on grounds that the Government failed to prove he was a homosexual. 
Although he declined to discuss his homosexual activities, he did state he only 
associated with persons on the same intellectual plane as himself. Information con¬ 
cerning Dr. Kameny was furnished to the Office of Special Investigatsns (OSI) on 
2-27-62 as a result of a name check inquiry. 

%*•*' Bufiles reflect the Mattachine Society, Inc., is a California corporation 
'''founded in 1953 which has various branches throughout the country. It has been de¬ 
scribed as an organization to encourage medical and social research pertaining to 
socio-sexual behavior, to publish and develop such research and to promote among 
the general public an understanding of the problems of such persons. The preamble 
to its constitution states in part that members "hold it necessary that a highly ethical 
homosexual culture be integrated into society." 

Although it is not known what Dr. Kameny is referring to specifically, 
it is felt he may have reference to the Bureau's investigative activities in connection 
with such cases as the Condetti matter and the recent murder of Attorney Jack E. 
Cochrane in Arlington, Virginia, wherein the Bureau conducted an Intersta te Trans¬ 
portation of Stolen Motor Vehic le investigation of the two youthful suspects,[“ 

| H and! 


sex deviates 


in which both cases involved crimes perpetrated by 
In this regard, of course, the Bureau contacted criminal informants 


having known homosexual tendencies who were able to supply investigative leads. 
Certainly, the Bureau has not engaged in harassment or intimidation of this or any 
other group and inquiries that have been necessitated as a result of matters coming 
within our jurisdiction have been from the standpoint of criminal intelligence. 

In view of the above information, it is not felt that the Attorney 
General should acknowledge Dr. Kameny’s letter. 
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Morrell to DeLoach memo 


RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached memorandum be sent to the Attorney General 
suggesting that he not acknowledge Dr. Kameny’s letter. 
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CONSTITUTION 
of the 

MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 


EXCERPT 


* A A * is * 

Article II Purpose 

Section 1, It is the purpose of this organization to act 
by any lawful means: 

(a) To secure for homosexuals the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, as proclaimed for all 
men by the Declaration of Independence; and to secure for homo¬ 
sexuals the basic rights and liberties established by the word 
and the spirit of the Constitution of the United States; 

(b) To equalize the status and position of the homo¬ 
sexual with those of the heterosexual by achieving equality 
under law, equality of opportunity, equality in the society 

of his fellow men, and by eliminating adverse prejudice, both 
private and official; 

(c) To secure for the homosexual the right, as a 
human being, to develop and achieve his full potential and 
dignity, and the right, as a citizen, to make his maximum con¬ 
tribution to the society in which he lives; 

(d) To inform and enlighten the public about homo¬ 
sexuals and homosexuality; 

(e) To assist, protect, and counsel the homosexual 

in need. 

Section 2. It is not a purpose of this organization to 
act as a social group, or as an agency for personal introduc¬ 
tions. 

Section 3. This organization will cooperate with other 
minority organizations which are striving for the realization 
of full civil rights and liberties for all. 


* h * * * * 
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Mr® Robert F* Kennedy, Attorney General 
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p~ I write in regard torecent actions on the part of investigators of the Federal 
Bureau of "Westigation, and the direction which some of their questioning has taken. 

"\ / 

I am writing as a representative of the Mattachine Society of Washington, a 
newly-formed group, devoted to improving the status of the homosexual minority in out 
society by any and all lawful means. A formal statement of our purposes is enclosed. 
w e are, informally, the official representatives, and spokesman, to the extent that 
any exist, for the homosexual minority in the greater Washington area* 

W« feel that, for the 15,000,000'American homosexuals, we are in much the same 
position as the NAACP is in for the Negro, except for the minor difference that the 
Negro is fighting official prejudice and discrimination at the state and local level, 
whereas we are fJjfcingofficial prejudice ahd discriminatory policy and practice, 
as ill r founded, as unreasonable, as unrealistic, and as harmful to society and to 
the nation, at the Federal level. Both are fighting personal prejudice at all levels* 
For these reasons, and because we are trying to improve the position of a large group 
of citizens presently relegated to second-class citizenship in many respects, we should 
have, if anything, the assistance of the Federal government, and not its opposition* 

While our purposes are highly controversial, and while you may, personally, very 
well not agree with them, nevertheless they are perfectly and fully lawful and proper; 
no slightest imputation of illegality has been directed against us, nor is there any 
slightest ground for such imputation* 

Nevertheless, in the course of FBI interrogations, recently, citizens were asked 
what they knew of the Mattachine Society of Washington. They were asked for the names 
of members and for membership lists (which, of course, were not supplied). ^hey were 
asked if particular people belonged to the group. They were asked about the location 
of meetings. One was even asked to act as an informer for the FBI, to gain and to 
pass on to them the names of members and other information about the Society and its 
activities* i.. 

Wo look upon this as grossly improper and offensive* ' As long as our purposes ahd 
activities are lawful, neither our members nor our activities are proper material for 
investigation by the United States Government, or by any branch, agency, officeB dr 
officer thereof, under\:any circumst ancen what ever* / / tnonj.fgz f V 

„ ‘ tF ( Pr 

We look upon these actions by the FBI as being equivalent, de facto,/eyen if, ^ 
perhaps, not de jure (although-possibly that too) to improper harassment ^hd intimidation. 
■% have discussed these matters'with the .American Civil Liberties Union^and they are 
substantially in agreement with us on this*"* 11 A 

^ t - r -■ m jums 196, f \ 10 

We feel that As&nican • cit££&fij*jiave|right to band together for lawful and yt 
vs Orderly achievement of any lawful and orderly ,i purpose, however unpoptefear, however?® \ 
controversial, dnd however much at odds with existing offichl policy, without making ^ 
themselves ^eJ>hjects|.,of official interrogation, harassment, and intimidation, and 

osdives the objects of official ihquiry, infiltration, and informants* 
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^without maka 


‘ 3^0 O pj 50 
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I hardly need ^ jind you of the U, S* Supreme _-t decision in the case of 
Alabama v. the NAACP, in regard to the supplying of membership lists* The precise 
details and circumstances may be somewhat different here, but the difference is purely 
legal sophistryj the principle is precisely the same, and the parallel is close* 

Therefore, we formally request that, in regard to the Mattachine Society of 
Washington, such inquiries and investigations as to membership and other fact3, and 
other similar acts by the FBI and by investigative agents and agencies throughout 
the Federal government be brought to a halt immediately* 

will be pleased to discuss these and related matters with you personally, 
should you wish it* 

Y 

our early reply is requested* 

Thank you* 


Sincerely yours. 





1 - Mr 0 Morgan 
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* No investigation lias been conducted by the 

FBI pertinent to your inquiry concerning tlie above-captioned 
yby individual. However, daring the course of another 
i v ,y\y investigation in 1961, the following information was 
^ M developed which appears to relate to the subject of 
1 t r your itaae check request. 

, On March 5, 1961 1 the files of the Credit 

a t .. 5: „*; v . Bureau, Incorporated, Washington, 0. C, # revealed that 
- ~;,vV Kaaeny had been employed by the Gardner Laboratory, 

5521 handy Lane, Bethesda, Maryland, as a physicist since 
Seotember 4. 1959. Records indicated that Khmm resided 
at -435 18tft ■ 
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(hi March 6, 1961. the files of the Metropolitan 
, Washington, B. C., revealed no arrest 


Police ... „ „ 

or other record for Kameny. 


■ V 


ft 
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On March 7. 1961, the files of the Bfcited 
States Park Police* Washington, D. C.. revealed that 
' Karneny was arrested on September 28, 1958, on an 
..g/J investigation charge. Records indicated that Kameny 
As was observed loitering in the vicinity of the public toilet 
4 , v 4 -i at Lafayette Park in Washington, 9. C, Records further 
y indicated that Kameny was released after questioning 
.A A'.. ./ and no papers were IssuedJw^Jv 
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On March 19, 1961, the Identification Division, 

«*, <# ..lit. M ..a* 4(. ** * Ml A « .. t» .4* ’ . — 
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FBI, furnished the following identification record for 
Franklin Edward Kasaeny, FBOtmiber 651 019 C; 

PRIG & ONE TO OSI - 4 
Request Received: 2-2-? 

FKM: wap/1 nv/A- zjy 
(4) 



This document-contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB iL — W BTthe property of 
the FBI, and Is loaned to your agency; it arid Its con t eiWijffeTot"tcTbe distributed outside your 
I agency. This is In answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 

** n 1962^/ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


tv MAIL 'ffCOM 1 I teletYpe^untt □ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

DATF z/7/ff RY pY J*/** */ 





Name and Arrested or 


San Fran Calif FRAMLIN 8-29-56 

E mm) 

&mm # 137 - 
691 


Pol Cod# aos 


215 6 


647 5 dls® 
mo DA 12-3* 


esc 


US Past 


FHA»IN 8-8-57 


Wash 


i mm #16- 

38-1810 

FRaNKLIN 9-28-38 

wmm> 

KAWENY #1361 


tm 



0a April 7, 1961, Franklin Edward 
Interviewed by Special Agents of this Bttreai 
advised that fee was 35 years of age and was bom May 21, 
*“?5. at New York, Nbw York, Be stated that be was a 
rsicist employed at the Henry A, Gardner Laboratory, 
ll Landy Lane, Bethesda, Maryland. He stated that fee 
resided alone in a third floor apartment located at 
243$ 18th Street, N, W., Washington, D. C. 

Kmeny stated that he was dismissed from Ms 
employment with the United States Amy Map Service in 1957 
on charges that he was a "homosexual, 1 * Kiaaeiiy stated that 
fee was presently appealing his dismissal by the government 
on the grounds that they railed to prove that he was a 
homosexual. Kaaseay stated that he did not wish to disease 
his sex activities with Agents of the FBI as he felt that 
It might prejudice him in his bid for reinstatement with 
the government. 

Kameay stated that, as a man, he was not 
interested in sexual relations with a child of either sex. 
He stated that his theory of sex involved an intellectual 
m the part of both persons as well as their 
t stated that he had only engaged in 
with individuals on an intellectual 


sex of the individuals with whom he had 


own 







guilty to tills charge. Kaaeny stated that he did not wish 
to discuss the details of this arrest. 


He further advised that he was arrested fey the 
Halted States Park Police, Washington, B. C., in Septemi* 
1958, and released after questioning. Kaateny stated t 
he was walking through Lafayette Park when a park 
1 iceman arrested him and Questioned him regarding hi 














Service Record! United States 

1943, to March 25, 
honorable discharge. 
2435 18th Street, H* C, Wa 
BaShST, Mrs* Kae B. Kaaeny, 
furnish her address in New 



address in New York City 


, B. C 
to 


You may desire to consult the files of the cmi 
Service Commission and the Department of the Army for 


NOTE : Kameny was developed as a suspect in case captioned 

"Unsub; Michael Joseph Cendetti (deceased) - Victim; 
Possible Kidnapping," based on information received 
from Civil Service Commission, Washington, 0 o C D 
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FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


■SAC, BALTIMORE (62-0) 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 

MmmmmsLmc.isn: . .ap jMxmi 

FORMED BY FRANKLIN EDWIN iTKAMENY 





On 10/3/62, Lieutenant Commander 
ONI, Pentagon, and neighbor of SA FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, Balti¬ 
more Office, confidentially furnished to SA O'NEILL two letters 
received by his department. These letters, one addresse&Jto 
ROBERT S. MCNAMARA, Secretary of Defense, dated 6/28/62.,/and . 
the other addressed to the Honorable FRED KORTI-L. Secretary of 
the Navy, dated 8/28/62, written by FRANKLIN E.AKAMENY ,fas 

P re sident.of. the Matthachlne Society of Washi ngt&t^ '.Copies ) 

of these letters are enc losed? he re with/for the Bureau, and WFO, 
for their information. Qg0 c© y-j 


Lieutenant Commander_stated that %e Navy 

Department planned no action concerning the allegation set e 
forth in these letters and considered them as works of a ter ink 
The source from which these, letters were, obtained must be kept 
confidential.^^; (uj jbMs C>w faZ&s 0 3 //jy?y 


Crsni 


For'the information of the Bureau and WFO, attention 
is directed to the report of SA ELMER LEE TODD at WFO, 6/8/61, 
in the case of MICHAEL JOSEPH CONDETTI, Kidnaping. Bufile 
79-772; WFO file 79-183. This report sets forth a review of 
an interview with FRANKLIN EDWIN KAMENY, who resided PARE 
,1.2.^ During this .interview, KAMENY stated 


//Bureau ( Enc s ./>. / , 
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BA (62-0) 
GCS:cej 


that he had been discharged from Government Service as a 
homosexual while employed with the Army Map Service* WDC. 

At time of interview* he stated that he was appealing this 
dismissal. KAMENY is a graduate of Harvard University with 
a Doctor's Degree. 







Department of Justice 
Washington 25, DC 

Dear Mr Hoover 

/ 

Undoubtedly the attached letter and press release have 
been brought to your attention prior to this time since each 
Member of Congress apparently received copies. Chances are your 
agency also received the attached communications. 

On its face, the attached letter and its statement ap¬ 
pear to be a hoax. Despite this, I cannot overlook the assertion 
contained in these attachments regarding the thousands of Federal 
service employees alleged to be homosexuals. I would appreciate 
having your comments as to the validity of these assertions con¬ 
cerning the number of homosexuals in the service, and if there is 
any truth in the statements, what steps are being taken to remove 
such described types from the area of government service. 

My thanks for your kind attention to this matter, and 
with kindest personal regards, I am 



Very truly yours / 



Joe M. Kilgore 
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ares is miaouaced* This group# the Msttaolxiaa society of Washington, is dedi¬ 
cated to is^foviag the statue of the hcmsexual to our society, to the interest 
both of that minority group sad of the nation. The Society discusses and acts/ 
upon ail problems relating to the both general and specif to. 

Guest speakers vill address the {group Srm time to %im m & variety of 
relevant subjects. The Society is also setting up a professional referral 
service-*- doctors, lawyers, clorgpaea, etc. — for the boao-sexual to need. 

The orgai^imtioa feels that the homosexual, today, is where the Ifegro was 
to the 1^0* a # except that the Sfegro has had, at worst, the sere indifference 
of his government, and, at best, its active assistance, whereas toe homosexual 
has always had to contend with toe active hostility of Ms goveraiaeat. For 
this reason, it to ttoe that a strong initiative be taken to obtain for the 
homos^asel minority —a minority to no way different, as such, iron otter of 
our national atoerity groups «*- toe same rights, provided to toe Constitution end 
the Beclaratioa of independence, as are guaranteed to all citisens. These 
include to® rights to toe pursuit of happiness, and to equality of opportunity; 
toe Fight, as Mmma beings, to develop and achieve their full potential and 
dimity ; and toe right, as citizens, to be allowed to sate toeir ma&fflm con¬ 
tribution to toe society in t&lefc they live —* rights which Federal policy and 
practice now deny them. 

The Society feels that prejudice directed against an individual, for no 
cause otter toss m uiconventioual sexual preference, is uawarrmted, and that 






c - ° p y 


The Matt ac-hine Sue .cy of Washington d. 0. Box 1032 

Washington D C 

August 28* 1962 

The Honorable John M Kilgore 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25 D C 

Dear Mr Kilgore: 

Unclosed* for your interest and information* is a 
formal statement of the Purpose of the Mattachine Society of 
Washington, a ncwly«formed organization, devoted to the im¬ 
provement of the status of our country’s 15,000,000 homosexuals* 


Included, also, is a copy of our news release, which 
was submitted to the Washington newspapers and others, and to 
the variouspress services. 


The question of homosexuality, and the prejudice 
against it, both personal and official, is a serious one, 
involving, as it does, more than one out of every ten American 
citizens, including roughly a quarter-million in, each, the 
Federal Civil Service, the Armed'Forces, and security-sensitive 
positions in private industry, and at least 10% of your con¬ 
stituents . 

We feel that the government *s approach is archaic, 
unrealistic, and inconsistent with basic American principles. 

We feel, in addition, that it is inexcusably and unecessarily 
wasteful of trained manpower and of the taxpayers’ money. 

We realize that this area presents you with many 
potential problems, some of them quite subtle and touchy ones 
of politics and public relations, and that they are not always 
subject to easy solution, but policies of repression, persecution, 
and exclusion will not prove to be workable ones in the case of 
this minority, any aore than they have, throughout history, in 
the case of other lainorities. This is a problem which must be 
worked with, constructively, not worked against, destructively, 
as is now the case. A fresh approach by the Federal government 
is badly needed. 

We welcome any comments which you may have on this 

subject. 


We will 
your convenience. 


be pleased to meet with you personally, 
to discuss these and related matters. 


at 


Thank you for your consideration of our position 

cerely yours. 


/ 00 - 





THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 

/ O T 7 / 

1 Franklin E Kameny 

„v,--.---' cff l\iP resident 





cerate against the best interests of the country, is that they sat to deprive 
the astloa of the service© of many clearly well-qualified citizens who have 
much to offer, feat these policies am quite needless la deiarastretecl by the 
fact that, despite theta* there see at least 200,000 hcesoseasuals la the Federal 
service, and have been for many years, with no HI effects* 

Second, the Armed Forces’ needless and Imrshly-administered policies of 
exclusion. The resent practice of giving less-thaa ftllly»haa&rable discharges 
to homosexuals is unnecessarily vicious. Id view of the fact that the Armed 
Forces also presently included at least a quarter-million homosexuals, la all 
ranks, without ill-effects, and that over a million served well and honorably 
in World War II, present policy seem open to serious question. 

©iird, the illogical policies of our security-clearance system, for 
civilian and military government personnel, and for those In private industry, 
under which all homosexuals, as s group, are regarded as security risks, without 
consideration of the merits of each individual case. Despite the continuing 
presence of seas® quarter ■“million homosexuals with security clearances, at all 
levels, and within the cognizance of all agencies, the uts&er of breaches of 
security resulting from homosexuality is virtually, if not actually nil. 
IxminaMoa will show that present policies foster Just that susceptibility to 



which these policies are supposed to protect. 








Fourth* the area os; uocallaw, both its provisions a d its administration 
and ®w> Society feels that the example of tit®' state of Hliaois 

should be followed, in legalizing private homosexual relations on the part of 
consenting adults, - but that, in any ease, action mat be taken against existing 
often flagrant m& stocking abuses and violations of due process and of proper 
rights, liberties, andteedosas in this area. 

fits organization seeks a reassessment and reconsideration of present, 
totally unrealistic Federal policy and practice, law and regulation, on 
haaoaexiiality. A "Sew frontier - ' approach to official policies and practices 
which relegate over 15,00O,0CX> Americans to second-class citizenship is 2 mg. 
overdue and badly needed. She Govera^eat, hitherto, has attempted to sweep 
this problem under the rug, and, ostrich-like, has refused to face the situation 
or to deal with it is a logical fashion* 

She t^ttaebiae Society of Washington is confident feet all intelligent, 
.informed, public-spirited citizens will Join them is their efforts to achieve 
a fresh ©ad reasonable approach to this problem. 
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7 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE.J5 hit£ 

THr^XTACHINESOCIETYQXWAgHm^TQI^ 
(HOMOSEXUAL GROUP) 

MQumy 1S0 nWrI®(I FROM REPRESENTATIVE 
JOE Mo KILGORE (D. - TEXAS) 


By letter of 9-17-62, Congressman Kilgore forwards to the 
Director material sent to him by The Mattachine Society of Washington 
(a homosexual group known to the Bureau for several years) and inquires 
whether allegations contained in the Mattachine propaganda has any validity 
as to thousands of Federal employees being homosexuals. Congressman Kilgore 
requests information concerning the number of these perverts in Federal 
service arid what steps for removal are being undertaken. 



The Bureau has enjoyed limited cordial contact with 
Congressman Kilgore. 

Buf ile 62-108079 contains background concerning "The Mattachine 
Society of Washington and its president, Dr. Franklin Kameny, a physicist 
who received a Ph. D. at Harvard in 1956 and was dismissed from employment 
with the U. S. Army Map Service in 1957 as a homosexual. This group has 
distributed on a large scale similar data to various government officials 
in Washington, D. C., and numerous name check requests have been received 
by the Bureau. 


It is noted the Bureau maintains no statistics on the number of 
homosexuals in government but such figures may possibly be secured from the 
Civil Service Commission. The Civil Service Commission is responsible for 
determining the suitability of individuals for government employment and 
information received or developed by the Bureau is referred to the Civil Q/\vt 

Service Commission, as^well as to the pertinent agencies./^// D^IO ” 




RECOMMENDATION: 
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That someone in your (Mr. DeLoach’s) office contact Congressman 

wlfiHcffl his Isttpr tn thp THrefthr infnrmallw annriso him of the f 


Kilgore, acknowledge his letter to the Director, informally apprise him of the 
background of The Mattachine Society of Washington and its president, Dr. 

E. Kameny, and suggest the Congressman might like-to-inquire of the Civil 
Service Commission for information concerning the number of homosexual 
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We welcome any comments which you may have on this subject* 

iff 

e will be pleased to meet with you personally, at your convenience, to 
discuss'these and related matters» 

! 

hank you for your consideration of our position* Your reply will 
be appreciated* 


Sincerely yours, 

THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 
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August 28, 196; 




The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

“SSS If/SfJ" ALL INFORMATION COf 




Dear Mr« Hoover: 


HEREIN IS UNCLASS 



r Mr. Tavel_ 

| Mr. Trotter._ 

| Tele. Room_l.i_ 

I Miss Holmes_ 

. i Miss Gandy_ 



C'3 #S t . 

formal statement of this 


Enclosed, for your interest and information, is 
purposes of the Mattachine Society of Washington, a newly-formed organization 
devoted to the improvement of the status of oUr country*s 15,000,000 homosexuals# 


Included also, is a copy of our news release, which was submitted to 
the Washington newspapers and others, and to the various press services* 

The question of homosexuality, and of the prejudice against it, both 
personal and official, is a serious one, involving, as it does, more than one 
out of every ten American citizens, and including roughly a quarter-million in 
each the Federal Civil Service (among idiom are a number in your own Bureau), 
in the Armed Forces, and in sdcurity-sensitive positions in private industry — 
numbers which have not in the past been reduced by measures of exclusion which 
were taken, and which will not be reduced in the future# 

W® realize that this area presents you with many potential problems, 
some of them quite subtle and touchy ones of politics and public relations, 
and that they are not alwasy subject t© easy solution, but policies of 
repression, persecution, and exclusion will not prove to be workable ones, 
in the case of this minority, any more than they have, throughout history, 
in the case of other minorities. This is a problem which must be worked/| | 

with, constructively, not worked against, destructively, as is now the y j ^ 
case* A fresh approach by tba Federal government is badly neededo i 

e feel that the FBI's present approach toward homosexuals, and its 
manner Of dealing with them, is not filly consistent with a proper regard for 
personal liberties and freedoms, is hot in the best interests of the nation^ 
and should be re-evaluated 0 

As the only organized representatives of the greater Washington metro¬ 
politan area's quarter-million homosexuals, and as one of the few such groups 
representing the nation's homosexuals, and as a group which can speak author¬ 
itatively upon most aspects of this question, we offer you our assistance and 
our services in every way possible and proper, in the investigation of certain 
crimes involving homosexuality* ^e must ask your cooperation, however, in 
efforts to eliminate, wherever relevant to your organization and its activities, 
the present prejudice against, and persecution of homosexuals* •&-?> 







We would vqj^much like to., cooperate with you irf 
Jfou will enable us to^work with you, but in any case, we are determined that 
his question will be-br^ught out into the open, and that present .government 
o^ic^ j&Kdj practic • will • be re conisiderdd* ^ 'r > * - • 










COPY 


The Matt line Society of Washington 
P. 0. Box 1032 
Washington 13, D. C Q 
August 28, 1962 

c 

The ri onorable Robert F 0 Kennedy 
Attorney General 
Washington 25, D 0 C 0 

Dear Mr. Kennedy? 

Enclosed, for your interest and information, is a formal statement of the 
purposes of the Mattachine Society of Washington, a newly—formed organization 
devoted to the improvement of the status of our country’s 15,000,000 homosexuals 0 . 

■ L ncluded also, is a copy of our news release, which was submitted to 
the Washington newspapers and others, and to the various press services„ 

The question of homosexuality and the prejudice against it, both 
personal and official, is a serious one, involving, as it does, more than one 
out of every ten American citizens, and including roughly a quarter-million 
in each the Federal Civil Service, in the Armed Forces, and in security-sensitive 
positions in private industry, and at least 10$ — some 3,000 —- of the employees 
in your own department, numbers which have not, in the past, been reduced by 
measures of exclusion which were taken, and which will not be reduced in the future*. 


We feel that the government’s approach is archaic, unrealistic, and 
inconsistent with basic American principles. We feel, in addition, that it 
1.3 inexcusably and unnecessarily wasteful of trained manpower and of the 
taxpayers' money 0 


We realize that this area presents you with many potential problems, some 
of them quite subtle and touchy ones of politics and public relations, and that 
they are not always subject to easy solution, but policies of repression, 
persecution, raid exclusion will not prove to be workable ones in the case of 
this minority, any more than thep have, throughout history, in the case of 
other minorities* This is a problem viaxch must be worked with, constructively, 
not -worked against, destructively, as is now the case. A fresh approach by the 
federal government is badly neededo 


Unlike many, we do not regard this question as a medical or psychiatric 
one, but primarily a.s one of civil lights and of prejudice, different in no 
essential aspect from the similar problems faced by the Negro, the Jew, the 
Catholic, and others* 


You have taken an admirable stand in regard to the rights of the Negro0 
whatever your personal feelings toward homosexuality may be, we feel that an 
equally vigorous stand on behalf of the rights of the nation's 15,000,000 
homosexuals —- a group against which the Federal government is one of the 
chief offenders, ra.ther than state governemnts, as in the case of the Negro —- 
is timely and very much in order* 


We feel that a thoroughgoing re-examination and re-evaluation of the 
position and activities of the Justice Department and various of its branches 
in regard to homosexuality and the homosexual -— the nation's largest minority 
group after the Negro — is long overdue^ / - ■ J _-yl . 
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will enable us to work with you, but, in any case, vie are determined that 
this question will be brought but into the open, and that present government 
policy and practice mil be reconsidered,. 

We welcome any comments which you may have on this subject. 

We will be pleased to meet, with you personally, at your convenience, 
to discuss these and related matters, 

fhank you for your consideration of our position,. We would 
appreciate your reply. 


Sincerely yours, 

THE MATTACHIKE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON: 


Franklin E. Kameny 
President 



P. O. BOX 1032 
WASHINGTON I. D. C. 


The Mattachine Society of Washington 


February 3, 1963 

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D» C, 

Dear Mr e Kennedy: 

On August 28, 1962, as spokesmen for the local and the national homosexual 
communities, we wrote you a letter in regard to Justice Department policy and 
practice toward homosexuals. For your reference and convenience, a copy of that 
letter and its enclosures are included* 

In more than five months which have elapsed, we have had neither the pleasure 
of a response nor even the common courtesy of an acknowledgement, 

u We are sure that similar letters from spokesmen for the nation’s Jewish, 

Negro, Catholic, or other minorities would receive prompt, proper, full, constructive 
attention. We expect the same. The nation’s 15,000,000 homosexuals ■—- the 
country?s largest minority group after the N e gro are not second-class citizens, 
and will not be relegated to that role, nor, we believe, in the light of your many 
statements against prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination, would you wish t© 
relegate any body of American citizens to that role© / 

In any case, ALL American citizens and taxpayers have the right to expect ' k X. 
proper replies to letters written to their public officials* 

Our complaints are valid onesj our problems are real ones© They will not 
vanish if you look the other way long enough, when you look back, they will be 
rifchi there awaiting your proper attention to them. The Government, as a whole, and 
in its various branches and agencies, has been wrestling for years, totally 
unsuccessfully, with various aspects of this question* There is every reason to 
believe that as long as present Government approaches continue to be followed, the 
problem will mount in size and become increasingly intractable© 


We therefore request a prompt, full and proper, meaningful and constructive « 
reply to our letter of August 28. jA y) _ ^ A /24S/I 


)0 ‘ // ' /l£73 ’ ^ 71 

We will be pleased to confer with you personally on these matters 
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hank you© 
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Sincerely yoUrM^ 
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THE MTTACH*«30GIETI®#F^ASHINGTON 
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Bruce Schuyler 
Secretary 





The Mattachine Society of Washington 



P. O. BOX 1032 
WASHINGTON I, D. C. 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr<> Hoover: 



On August 23, 1962, as spokesmen for the local and the national homosexual 
communities, we wrote you a letter in regard to present policy and practice toward 
homosexuals* For your reference and convenience, a copy of that letter and its 
enclosures are included 0 


In more than five months which have elapsed, we have had neither the pleasure 
of a response, nor. even the common courtesy of an acknowledgement. 


We are sure that similar letters from spokesmen for the nation’s Jewish, 

Negro, Catholic, or other minorities would receive prompt, proper, full, constructive 
attention and rqplies. We expect the same. The nation's 15,000,000 homosexuals 
— the country's largest minority group after the Negro — are not second- 
class citizens, and will not be relegated to that role, nor, we believe, in the 
light of the Government's many recent statements against prejudice, bigotry, and 
discrimination, would you wish to see any body of American citizens relegated to 
that role 0 


In any case, ALL American citizens and taxpayers have the right to expect 


isp U % proper replies to letters written to their public officials. 
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Our -complaints are valid ones j our problems are real ones. They will not 
| vanish if you look the otter way long enough j when you look back, they will be 
f||f right there awaiting your proper attnetion to them. The Government, as a whole 
and in its various branches and agencies, including your own %reau, have been 
wrestling for years, totally unsuccessfully, with various aspects of this question 
'■There is every reason to believe that as long as present policies, approaches, and 
•practices continue to be followed, the problem will mount in size and become 
, increasingly intractable*, 


f 

iflf 


\ We therefore request a prompt, full and proper, meaningful and constructive 
reply to our letter of August 23. 





We will be pleased to confer with you personally on these matters 0 


L hank you. 
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Sincerely yours, 

THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 





Bruce Schuyler 
Secretary 
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UNITED STATES GOVERN ;NT 

Memorandum 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr. DeLoach 


M. 
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IMENY 


date: 8-7-64 

ALL fNF0R I *"T5qw CONTA! 
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date 


FRANKLIN, 

vmmMm 

ffiSTTACfflNE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 


POST OFFICE BOX 1032 
WASHINGTON 1, D. C. 



^rC" g< 


After a number of attempts to reach captioned individual to arrange a per¬ 
sonal interview, he was contacted on the evening of August 6, 1964. He; offered to come 
to Bureau Headquarters for interview at 12:30 p. m. on 8-7-64. It will be recalled it has 
been approved that the above be contacted to request the deletion of the Director’s name 
from the mailing list of the ’’Gazette, ” the publication of this homosexual group. 

Kameny arrived at 12:35 p. m., accompanied by Rob ea^Ba^ gf Editor of |iL ffie 


I To 


’’Gazette” of the ’’Mattachine Society of Washington,” and botK”wei^nferviewed by SAs 


r . ^ ^irne and James R. Healy of the Crime Research Section. 

y --^ Itameny and King were informed that the presence of Mr. Hoover's name 
on their mailing list is considered offensive and they were requested to delete his name 
from this list. Kameny and King pointed out that their purpose in sending such material 
to governmental officials such as the Director was to attempt to influence these officials 
to become more understanding of the aims of their group. They, stated that the Presi¬ 
dent, the Attorney General, other members of the President’s Cabinet and members of 
congress are included in their mailing list for this reason. They stated further that they 
realize that much of their material is probably promptly thrown into the* waste basket. 

It was pointed out to Kameny and King that the Congress makes the lawj| 
and the Attorney General sets over-all Justice Department policy and that, therefor^ 
there would appear to be no need to forward such material to the FBI. r:‘ 

Kameny commented upon his group's great interest in seeing that their 
civil rights are protected, stating that they felt they have a right to communicate with 
government officials in an attempt to gain sympathy for their cause. King commented 
that, on the other hand, they did not wish to antagonize,officials by sending material 
which was strongly ^resented. $1 ^ 
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Memorandum for Mr. DeLoach 
RE: FRANKLIN E. KAMENY 


They stated they would bring our request for removal from their mailing 
list before the Board of Directors of their Society at their next meeting and would be 
guided by the decision reached. 

In connection with the mention by Kameny and King of their Society’s desire 
to cultivate more favorable governmental reaction to the status of their organization, 
King mentioned that the Mattachine Society would be holding a convention in Washington, 
D„ Co, in October and, somewhat facetiously, added that Mr. Hoover is most cordially 
invited to attend. This invitation was emphatically and immediately declined. 

The interview was concluded after eight minutes. There was no discussion 
or argument concerning the legal, moral or social merits of captioned Society. The 
interview was conducted in a calm and dispassionate manner and, whether or not these 
mailings to the Bureau are discontinued, it has been clearly made a matter of record 
that the receipt of such items is considered offensive and are not desired. 
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Mattach, lie Society of Washington 
GAZETTE 

Volume IX, Number 1 Spring 1964 


H.R. 5990 

Distri ct of Columbia law, as pass¬ 
ed by Congress, requires that or¬ 
ganizations seeking to’ raise funds 
be. licensed to do so by the Dis¬ 
trict Government. In August, 1962 
the M S W received such a license. 
In July, 1963, Rep. John Dowdy 
(Demi y Tex.) objecting to the is¬ 
suance o f a 1 cen se to a "bunch of 
perverts" introduced a brll, H.R. 
5390, which provided that (a) the 
issuance, of any such license be 
preceded by an affirmative finding 
publicly announced. that- the or¬ 
ganization contributes to the 
health, welfare, and morals of the 
Distr.--.pt of Columbia, ' and (b) the 
license issued to the Mkttachine 
Society p.f; Washington be revoked. 
The bill Teas referred to Subcom¬ 
mittee 4 of the . House Committee on 
the D sir..ct ' of Columbia. : Dowdy 
is the Chairman of Subcommittee 4. 

The Society opposed section (a) on 
the ground that it is excessively 
a. t r i u gen t; a n d (b ) o n the primary 
ground that, , apparently as a bill 
of attainder, .it would be uncon¬ 
stitutional . 

A letter setting forth our posi¬ 
tion was sent to the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia, to 
whom the bill had been referred. 
The support of the American Civil 
Liberties Union was obtained. 

In addition, the Society requested 
that Congressional hearings be 
held, at- which representati ves of 
the Society could testify. The 
request was granted, the hearings 
took place on August 8 & 9, 1363. 


Representatives of the Government 
of the District of Columbia testi¬ 
fied for 45 minutes in opposition 
to the bill. The pre-si dent of the 
MSW. testified for about 4% hours, 
the Vice-President for about 1/2 
hour,, and a representative of the 
local ACLU affiliate for about an 
hour. The DC Republican Committee 
sent a letter to. the Congressional 
Subcommittee opposing the bill. 

The hearings elicited extensive 
newspaper publicity (10 articles), 

all of it either neutral or favor¬ 
able to the Society, including an 
editorial in the Washington Post , 
strongly supporting the Society 
and its right to the license. 

It was discovered that a provision 
of the. law exempts from the licen¬ 
sing requirements organizations 
expecting to raise less than 
$ 1,500.00 in any calendar year. 
Since the M S W comes within this 
category, the Society’s license 
was returned to the District, with 
the clear.proviso that the organ¬ 
ization feels' itself free to so¬ 
licit funds without limitation or 
restriction. 

The re.turn of the license was re¬ 
ported in the Washington papers, 
in a fashion indicating that our 
activities were, restricted. A 
letter to the editors, published 
in the Washington Post, stated 
that we "will actively continue to 
solicit for funds." 

The District of Columbia then pro¬ 
posed new regulations, eliminating 
the $1500 exemption, and requiring 
(continued on page 3) 




EDITORIALS 


Mattachine Society of Washington 
GAZETTE 

Address: Post Office Box No. 1032 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Editor: Robert King 

Staff : Ronald Lockwood, John . 

Marshall, Denis Nagel.., 
_ Frank P., Gail H. , 

SOBER THOUGHTS ON GAY BARS 

Like bees and ants, man is a social 
creature; but, unlike our insect 
friends, Man's.communal life goes 
beyond a coalescence for survival - 
it extends into his leisure periods 
or "free" time. This is his true 
"social" life. The homosexual is 
no exception to this universal prind 
ciple. He is, however, by his very 
nature, limited in his choice of a 
"social" life. > 5 

The avenues open to most heterosex¬ 
uals through which they can feed 
their social appetites are virtual¬ 
ly limitless. Not even the smallest 
town is without its Kiwanis, Elks, 
Ladies Aids, church groups, daugh¬ 
ters of this, sons of that--places 

jhere _peo.ple jwi-th common interests 
,aa gbther to talk, meet others, 
ievelop. And what has the homosex- 
lal , as such , to take the place of 
.base? The homosexual, as members 
-fa group , have- only 'the gay bar. 

. .’he , need for the gay bar in the com - 
•unity life of the homosexual is as 
.ecessary as all the other social 
nstitu.tions are to the heterosex- 
.al. However, the existence of a 
ay bar is not a license for unso¬ 
cial behavior on the part of its 
.-atrons. 

. 3e do not condone lewd or indecent 
lehavior, the serving of liquor to 
uinors, or disorderly conduct gen¬ 
erally in any bar, be it homosexual 


or heterosexual. The inequality 
lies, however, in the fact that 
when such conduct occurs in a hete¬ 
rosexual bar it is the offending 
individuals who are punished; when 
it happens in a gay bar the bar it¬ 
self is looked on, by officials, as 
the offender and, : in many cases, 
closed. This is unfair, but, for 
the present, a fact of life. 

Our round-about point is that the 
continuing.existence of gay bars is 
in some measure determined by the 
behavior of its patrons.; The need 
of a social life for the homosexual 
exists - the gay bars help to fill 
that need. Don’t jeopardize their 
existence. Remember, the D. A. R. 
won’t have you! ' 

ECHOES OF ECHO)))))))))))) 

Now that the hubbub has died down 
and the dust has cleared, it's a 
good time to take a look 'through 
the retrospectoscope for an objec¬ 
tive evaluation of the 1963 ECHO 
convention. Most people we have 
spoken to seem to feel that it was 
an unqualified success. Do we agree? 
Most emphatically YESiiil 

Our criterion for judging is two¬ 
fold: 1. Did it achieve its imme- 

... diate aims ? ; 2.- ” Will ECHO '' 63 have 
any lasting effects to help further 
the homophile movement? 

The immediate aim of the *63 con¬ 
vention was the dissemination of 
information and ideas on homosex¬ 
uals and homosexuality. Consider¬ 
ing the caliber of the speakers and 
the variety of subjects, the atten¬ 
dance, the resultant radio programs, 
and the sale of literature, x?e 
scored well on part one. 

It may be too early to ' judge part 
two. However, the breakthroughs in 
advertising and on radio will cer¬ 
tainly make it easier for us to ap¬ 
proach these media in the future. 
The mail we have received and the 
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requests for transcripts of the that those connected with the sol- 
tal,ks which we are still receiving icitation supply residence address 
some six months after the conven- an4 place of employment. Public 
tion . show mere than ah immediate hearings on these amendments were 
interest. Perhaps the fact that held on November 8th. The changes 
membership iri . the Washington Matta- were opposed by the ACLU. and com- 
chine has doubled since the conven- munity organizations, 
tion can be argued in our favor. . : ; „ 

The bill has come out of both sub- 
The question now arises - "What committee and full committee at 

next?" The answer is obvious->- this writing. Action on th e House 

E C E 0 CONVENTION. L9.:6.4 ; M ! 1 • — ■ —floor—wa~s~ e'xpecte<l‘ on”March ninth 


HOMOPHILE: A DEFINITION 

The word homophile is coming into 
increasing 'currency» . It has been 
agreed that,, as used by the East 
Coast Homophile Organizations (ECHO) 
atid its individual member organiza¬ 
tions, the word is not simply syno- 
nymoiis with homosexual , but conforms 
to the following formal definition; 

homophile: adj., pertaining to the 

social movement devoted to the im¬ 
provement of the status of the ho¬ 
mosexual, and to groups, activities 
and literature associated with the 
movement; as, homophile organiza¬ 
tions, homophile conventions,.homo¬ 
phile publications. 

Thus, in referring to the homophile 
movement, or to homophile organiza¬ 
tions, etc., there is no implica¬ 
tion that those involved are neces¬ 
sarily homosexuals. We will not 
substitute homophile for the adjec¬ 
tive homosexual, nor refer to homo¬ 
sexuals as homophiles, nor to homo¬ 
sexuality as hotnophilia, or homo- 
phi 1 ism. 

With the distinction implied in 
this definition, we feel that the 
word is a useful addition to o u r 
language; without it, it become s 
merely a needless euphemism. 

Your support is needed by the 

MATTACHINE SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 
- Donations are always welcome. 


but none was taken. This may have 
been due in part to the m&ny tele¬ 
grams sent to members of congress 
by the Mattachine Society and by 
the ACLtl. On the morning on which 
action was scheduled to be taken a 
strong editorial appeared in the 
Washington Post taking a stand 
against the bill. 

(continued on page 8)_ 


ECHO)))))))))))))))))))) 


The first sessions of the monthly 
ECHO meetings have been devoted 
entirely to discussions on the up¬ 
coming 1964 ECHO convention. Com¬ 
mittees have been set up in the 
following areas; Program, Publici¬ 
ty and Advertising, Finances, and. 
Arrangements and Accommodations. A 
tentative budget was arrived at. A 
report at the last meeting by com¬ 
mittee chairmen shows that work 
has been progressing rapidly in 
all these areas. 

The second sessions have been de¬ 
voted, in the main, to discussions 
of projects contemplated by ECHO. 
An ECHO annual is one of the items 
under discussion. It has also 
been decided that ECHO has an ob¬ 
ligation to assist in the forma¬ 
tion of new homophile organiza¬ 
tions in the East. Inquiries along 
these lines will be welcomed. 
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OUR PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

(Editors note: The views expressed 
in the following column, a regular 
feature of the Gazette., are the 
personal views and opinions of the 
President of the Society; they do 
not, necessarily, reflect the 
views of the Mattachine Society of 
Washington.) 

There is a strange reluctance on 
the part of the horaophile movement 
to take a stand on the question of 
whether or not homosexuality is a 
sickness. 

It is currently the fad, in our 
all - too - ‘conformist society, to 
term as sick any .significant de¬ 
parture from the statistical norm. 

The homosexual community has, ap¬ 
parently, been so "brainwashed" by 
such thinking that it actually 
takes it with sufficient serious¬ 
ness so that the. argument is made 
that we should assume a neutral or 
agnostic position on the question 
until we have clear proof that 
homosexuality is NOT a sickness. 

If nothing else was made plain at 
our recent ECHO convention, the 
abysmally poor quality and lack of 
validity of virtually the entire 
body -of' ps'ychiatric and "psycho 1 o- 
gical research on this question 
became clearly evident. Books have 
been written by psychiatrists, 
posing as authorities, whose en¬ 
tire acquaintanceship with the 
homosexual • community came through 
the patients coming,, to them for 
help --- an obviously atypical and 
unrepresentative sampling. 

In his recent, much - publici zed 
book, "Homosexuality", Bieber sets 
out, clearly, the weak position of 
the psychiatric profession, when, 
he says (emphasis supplied ): "All 
psychoanalytic theories ASSUME 

that adult homosexuality is- 

pathological ." Obviously, if one ..... 
assumes that homosexuality r is 


pathological, then one will disco¬ 
ver that homosexuals are sick, 
just as, if one assumes that two 
plus two equal five, one is likely 
to discover that three plus one 
equal five. In both instances,the 
assumption re quires. proof before 
it can be seriously entertained. 
In neither instance is such proof 
available, or, apparently, likely 
to become so. There seems to be 
no valid evedence to show that 
homosexuality, per se, is;a sick¬ 
ness .- The simple fact that the 
suggestion has been, made is, in 
the absence of evidence, no reason 
for abandoning the view that homo¬ 
sexuality is not a sickness. 

Our movement, whether we like it 
to be so or not, .is primarily one 
of a political, public-relations, 
and social - action nature, and 
only to a limited degree, a scien¬ 
tific one. In such a context it 
is necessary that we take firm, 
strong positions whenever the 
facts reasonable permit us to do 
so without violating intellectual 
honesty and integrity. If our 
movement is to succeed, vie must be 
prepared to take bold, positive 
positions on relevant controver¬ 
sial matters, not negative, or 
wishy-washy neutral ones. 

We*' would be derelict in our re¬ 
sponsibilities to community, to 
society, and to science, were we 
not to reject the image and con¬ 
cept of inferiority of which this 
idea of sickness is part, and 
which society has done its immoral 
best to inculcate into us. Dr. 
Pomeroy, co-author of the Kinsey 
Report, put this aspect of the 
matter very well when he stated, 
in a recent .. address, that the 
Mattachine Society "will not ac¬ 
complish (its) role as long as its 
members believe the nonsense that 
society has been saying about 
homosexuality, for the past 150 
years, or as long as they are 
weighed down by feelings of low 
(Continued on page 0) 



Summary review: "The Emergence of 

the American Homophile Movement-." 

Donald -Webster Cory , author-of , THE 
HOMOSEXUAL IN AMERICA, chose the 
above title for his address at the 
ECHO Convention. He very ably out¬ 
lined the movement's development 
from its European roots to its 
present status. Mr. Cory stated 
that the important factors respon¬ 
sible for its success anck-develop¬ 
ment' included World War II, the 
Kinsey and Wo.lfenden Reports, and 
more permissive sexual attitudes., 
These also aided in reducing the 
opposition, reluctance, and fear 
on the part of the homosexual com¬ 
munity to create the movement. 

We have only begun our work of 
initiating social change on a big 
scale. He then summarized what he 
felt were, the major difficulties 
and obstacles today. ’ Among , them 
was failure to overcome the apathy 
of the majority of homosexuals to¬ 
ward the movement. 

Also, he decried the dearth of. ef¬ 
fective leadership and incentive. 
Said that, the homosexual's great 
emotional: problems brought about 

neurotic interaction within the 
leadership. Cory hit prevalent 
hypocritical stance of the move¬ 
ment in which homosexuality is 
presented, not as it exists, but 
in a manner designed to -placate 
the public.. 

He contended that great confusion 
exists in the. area of what consti¬ 
tutes beneficial publicity. He 
stated that.we often did ourselves 
great disservice, in our method of 
handling speakers and guests so as 
not to offend potential ■ friends'' 
regardless qf what they might say 
or do. ■ 

Problems are created by naively 


allowing ourselves to be used by 
superficial authors masquerading 
as great authorities, who in real¬ 
ity are sensationalists. 

He further said that we are the 
victims of poorly planned goals, 
compounding difficulty in estab¬ 
lishing and maintaining a high 
level of interest for any appre¬ 
ciable period of time. 

Continuing, Mr. Cory proceeded to 
enumerate some of th-e strengths 
and achievements of the movement. 
Among them was that homosexuality 
has been made a legitimate source 
of social, protest, meriting seri¬ 
ous attention. and no longer is 
solely a source of entertainment. 
Also, meetings of homosexuals and 
discussion of homosexuality are now 
quite respectable, are advertised 
and held in highly regarded public 
places, and favorable received by 
professionals. 

He further declared that the move¬ 
in e.nt has he 1 ped qualified authors, 
researchers and professional bodies 
bring about enlightenment in ad¬ 
dition to having established coop¬ 
erative relationships with such 
groups as the American Civil Lib¬ 
erties? Union , public health, soc¬ 
ial welfare, arid governmental 

agencies,. 

Cory concluded by stating that we 
must fight for acceptance, which 
is an achievable goal; and calling 
for the development•of a definitive 
long range program that would in¬ 
clude building a realistic image 
acceptable to society as well as 
the homosexual himself. The ad¬ 
dress was followed by a provocative 
Question and answer session on the 
-speech. 
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ELLIS ADDRESS: A SUMMARY 

E C H 0 banquet address: SEXUAL • 

FREEDOM AND HOMOSEXUALITY: :. The 
Right of a Man to be Wrong, Albert 
Ellis, Ph.D. 

(Though the Gazette has refrained 
from printing reviews of talks at , 
the EC H 0 convention - in favor of., 
the sale of the taped transcripts 
and a proposed booklet of the. full 
printed talks with reviews, the 
Ellis talk was - so controversial , 
that we feel x^e owe this summation 
to our renders. . We present v this, 
summary, too, in order to indicate 
some of the extreme views on homo¬ 
sexuality which are now being pro¬ 
mulgated. Ed. note) " 

Dr. Ellis' thesis is that "a fixed 
or exclusive homosexual is wrong, 
meaning inefficient, self-defeat¬ 
ing and emotionally distrubed; but 
that he has a perfect right as a 
h.uman to be wrong." He proceeded 
to give his reasons for holding 
' this thesis. ,, Maintaining that 

there is nothing intrinsically im¬ 
moral about homosexua1ity, he said 
that, man is essentially a pluri- 
sexual heing who ; ' can easily be 
conditioned in his sexual orienta¬ 
tion an,d that anyone fixated ex¬ 
clusively as heterosexual or homo¬ 
sexual ,is ''fetishistically devia- 



He enumerated the major reasons 
why he and "almost all;, straight 
psychotherapists" insist that fix¬ 
ed homosexuals are sick. In cap¬ 
sule form they are: 

(1) In our society anyone who 
persists in practising homosexual¬ 
ity instead of training himself to 
enjoy heterosexuality is defeating 
his own ends. 

(2) Homosexuality would be normal 
only after objectively trying he¬ 
terosexuality and finding that for 
sexual reasons homosexuality is 
preferred. Homosexuals exhibit the 


bigotry indicative of.emotional 
disturbances ..by contending that 
they could not possibly enjoy he- 
terosexuali ty. ; . 

(3) Theoretically possible, the 

well adjusted homosexual has not 
been.observed. Eear plays the 
leading role in inducing or main¬ 
taining an individual's homosexua¬ 
lity. ...... ■ :" 1 

(4) Homosexuals are short range 
hedonists, and also take the easy 
way. in their non-sexual life. A 
healthy homosexual will by himself 
or with professional help recondi¬ 
tion himself to heterosexuality, 
which many do. Those who do not, 
remain hddpnists and are emotion¬ 
ally ill. 

(5) Most homosexuals are border¬ 
line or outright psychotics. There 
is no evidence that homosexual i ty 
is constitutional, but increasing 
evidence that serious mental ill¬ 
ness is partially due to physiolo¬ 
gical anomalies which' taay. predis¬ 
pose toward fixed homosexuality. 

(6) Exclusiye homosexdals exhibit 
further evidence of emotional dis¬ 
turbance which, is often found; in 
the manner, in which they express 
their sexual behavior.' 

(7) Evidence for the existence of 
the. we 1 1 -adjusted homosex-ua 1 is 
unconvincing because of the tech¬ 
niques used. They may not be guil¬ 
ty or upset about their condition, 
but further investigation estab¬ 
lishes maladjustment. 

He considers only suicidal patients 
to be sicker than the homo¬ 

sexual. Dr. Ellis then stated that 
he did not think homosex ua 1 s 
should be forced to change or be 
punished. He maintains that no 
human should be blamed or punished 
for anything he does. He believes 
that unless we allow this right to 
be wrong we will never help homo- 
(cont'd on page 7) 




ELLIS (con'C'd) 

sexuals to correct their mistakes 
but, rather, will encourage them 
to maintain their present course. 
He then spent much time elabora¬ 
ting on this latter point and-de¬ 
scribed how he thought that the 
homosexual should cope with his 
problems and facilitate his recon¬ 
ditioning to heterosexuality. 

NEWS OF OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

The Daughters of Bilitis is parti¬ 
cipating in a research project of 
Dr. Ralph H. Gunlach, a psycholo¬ 
gist and associate director of re¬ 
search at the postgraduate center 
for mental health. New York City. 
By means of a confidential ques¬ 
tionnaire, the project aims to 
"collect accurate information on 
the lives and backgrounds of les¬ 
bians , and, by analyzing and re¬ 
porting this objectively, such a 
study can advance the cause of ge¬ 
nuine understanding of the lesbian. 

DOB also announced"that the first 
awards of the Blanche M.Baker Me¬ 
morial Scholarships were made to 
Chicago and San Francisco students. 

Plans are being formulated for the 
DOB Biennial Convention to be held 
in New York City,June 20th & 21st. 
The theme -- "The Threshold of the 
Future." 

New York Chapter DOB has moved in¬ 
to new and more spacious quarters 
located at 441 West 28th Street, 

The Mattachine Society, San Fran¬ 
cisco held its Tenth Annual Confe¬ 
rence in San Francisco and in Los 
Angeles with the assistance of the 
Los Angeles Mattachine last Augua, 
Principal addresses of the confe¬ 
rence were taped by station KPFA - 
FM Berkeley, for future broadcast. 

San Francisco Mattachine is coop¬ 


erating in a study designed tq ex¬ 
plore the possibility of "physical 
changes due to particular sexual 
habits." It also plans to revive 
its seminar series, and is begin¬ 
ning a monthly Public Discussion 
Forum. A professional psycholo¬ 
gist has joined the staff of con¬ 
sultant counselors. 

Los Angeles Mattachine has started 
a twenty-four hour answering ser¬ 
vice to provide attorney referral 
service. 

New York Mattachine has assisted 
'■'the New 5 York'~Ci"ty *H eSt Th~ fc tf£plTr t- 
ment and the U.S* Public Health 
Service in developing a'VD control 
program for N. Y. C. homosexual s. 
The Society's June lecturer was 
Robert Sherwin, director of the 
Society for the Scientific Study 
of Sex. His topics were; the law, 
the homosexual's public image, and 
possible plans for the future. The 
September lecture was by Dr Albert 
Ellis on "Sexual Freedom and Homo¬ 
sexuality :The Right to be Wrong." 

The Janus Society of Philadelphia 
was addressed by the Rev. Robert 
Wood on "Homosexuality as an an¬ 
swer to the population increase." 
Janus now has an office telephone 
to facilitate receiving inquiries. 
They have recently sponsored a 
talk at the Warwick Hotel by a PHS 
representative on "Homosexuality 
and Veneroal’ Disease. " 

DionySus has submitted its Arti¬ 
cles of Incorporation to the state 
of California as a non-profit or¬ 
ganization. They are contempla¬ 
ting holding their second Annual 
Symposium t-hd&. >&pr-;i I ng.^c 

The National League for Social Un¬ 
derstanding has been successfully 
active on the California legal 
scene; participated on a popular 
TV program; lectured to the Chris¬ 
tian Ethics class at Occidental 


7 
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/. ■ self-esteem induced by. Society's 
College on "Understanding and Jus- attitude toward them.- When you 
tice for the Homophile"; and esta- , t are called nuts and neurotics and 
blished an attorney, referral ser- goofers by therapists, immoral by 
vice. the clergy, criminals by lawyers 

and judges, and perverts and., child 
The Public Relations Director of seducers by the public, you need a 
the Homosexual League of.New York, special kind of faith in yourself 
Rando-lfe Wicker, spoke to a group and faith in your fellow- men be- 
of students at City College of New fore the collective ego of the 
York. His address was covered by Mattachine Society can be healthy 
the New York Times. - and effective." 


"Lesbianism" was the topic of dis¬ 
cussion by eight female homosexuals 
on WBAI’- FM's "Live and Let Live, 
Part II." Pacifica stations in LA 
and San Francisco plan to carry the 
program in the future. 


echo; 

CONVENTION '64 


Theme 

HOMOSEXUALITY; Civil Liberties 
and Social Rights 


On most questions, such as this 
one, a too - carefully weighed, 
overly - cautious, scientific neu¬ 
trality, or no-position stand will 
be taken as a position of weakness 
and will be used to our disadvan¬ 
tage. 

For these reasons of fact, of lo¬ 
gic, and of strategy and tactics, 
I, personally, take the position 
that until and unless clear 1 y 
valid, positive evidence shows 
otherwise, homosexuality, per se, 
is neither a sickness, a defect, a 
disturbance, nor a malfunction of 
any sort. 

If evidence should show, conclu¬ 
sively, that this position is in 
error, I shall give serious 
thought to leaving the movement. 
I do not anticipate that I shall 
ever.- need to do so. 

I strongly commend this position 
to the homophile movement and to 
the homosexual community. 

H.R. 5990 {cont'd) 

Most recently, a Minority Report 
came out, signed by 9 of the 24 
committee members, and opposing 
the bill in the strongest possible 
terms. It is understood that this 
report is the prelude to formal 
debate on the bill on the floor of 
the House of Representatives. 

The solicitation of funds by the 
Mattachine Society of Washington 
actively continues. 


October 10th and 11th 

(L- (,-ct _ 

iTrB iii o hi bV Inn 

Washington, D. C. 


Address all inquiries to; 

Robert King, Coordinator 
ECHO 

P.0. Box 6033, Mid-City 

Station 

Washington, D. C. 20005 




OTHER HOMOPHILE ORGANIZATIONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

Mattachine Society, Inc. 

693 Mission Street 
San Francisco 5, California 

Mattachine Society, Inc. of New York 
1133 Broadway 
Suite 516 

New York City,. New York 10010, 

Janus Society 
34 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 

Daughters of Bilitis, Inc. 

1232 Market,Street 
Suite 108 

San Francisco 2* California 

ONE, Inc. 

2256 Venice Blvd. 

Los Angeles, California 90006 

National League for Social Understanding 
8214 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, California 90046 

Dionysus 
P.0. Box 804 

Huntington Beach, California 

Los Angeles Mattachine Society, Inc. 

9157' Sunset Blvd. \ 

Suite 205 

Los Angeles, California 90069 

Citizen News 
471 Minna Street 
San Francisco 3, California 

Demophil Center 
15 Lindali Place 
Boston 14, Massachusetts 



